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What’s On 
Upcoming Events 
 
WSU | Discover Western Webinars - What Can I Study? 
February 27 to April 11, 2024 
Want to know more about careers and degrees in the fields of most interest to you? Not sure 
what subjects to select for your senior years? Let us support you to make informed decisions 
and discover more about why you should study at Western. 
Find out more 
 

myfuture | Best practice principles for career development learning for students with 
disability 
March 5, 2024 
Young people with disability are more likely to experience challenges in their careers and 
employability, including periods of disengagement and unemployment, when compared to 
other populations. They may also have poorer outcomes from university and VET courses. 
However, students with disability have the legal and moral right to be adequately supported 
toward meaningful, stable, and sustainable careers. 
In this webinar, learn about the outcomes of a National Careers Institute funded project to 
develop a suite of evidence-based career development learning resources in support of young 
Australians with disability. The speakers will describe their project and demonstrate the 
features of an online ‘CDL Hub’ of resources for students living with disability. 
Find out more 
  

https://www.westernsydney.edu.au/future/student-life/events/western-webinars
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/ddd4f599-022d-49f2-b81b-bd5928edcb76@59db9cec-f888-461f-add2-60a613c46be5


 

Page | 2  
 

 

Charles Sturt | Explore Day 
March 5 to March 26, 2024 
Are you in Year 10, 11 or 12? Then Explore Day is your chance to check out what life at Charles 
Sturt University is like. 
Keen to check out where you’ll be staying? Take a look at our accommodation and tour our 
campus, chat with students and get the lowdown from lecturers. There’s even a free lunch 
and a swag bag of goodies. But the best bit about Explore Day? It’s all about you! Pick which 
interactive session/s interests you, book your spot and then get set for some hands-on 
learning – and a whole lot of fun. 
Each of our Explore Day campuses will run different sessions on everything from arts to vet 
science, so there’s lots for you to explore. 
Find out more 

University of Sydney | Unlock your smile! 
March 6, 2024 
Discover the exciting world of Oral Health and Dentistry with our experienced faculty team. 
Hear from them about the cutting-edge curriculum and world-class teaching facilities at 
Australia’s first dental school. Explore career opportunities in the world of dentistry and oral 
health through our accredited courses that are complemented by tailored support and 
pathways for every student. This webinar is designed for year 11 and 12 students from all 
backgrounds in Australia and provides a unique opportunity to discover their potential for a 
rewarding career in Oral Health and Dentistry. Register now for an insightful exploration of 
your professional future. 
Find out more 
 

The College of Law | Ready. Set. Goal! 2024 Goal Setting & Career Planning 
March 7, 2024 
In a world buzzing with goal-setting hype, it’s easy to wonder if it’s just a trend or the real deal. 
Join us as we explore goals—why they matter and how to achieve them—guided by our 
fantastic speaker, Mel Storey. With 11 years in law spanning aviation to cloud computing, Mel 
is an award-winning In House Lawyer of the Year, podcaster, and TikTok star. 
What we’ll cover: 

• Why start a career plan early 
• The power of self-awareness 
• Seizing opportunities like a pro 
• Building your network 
• Navigating life’s surprises 

Find out more 
  

https://study.csu.edu.au/why-charles-sturt/events/explore-day
https://uni-sydney.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN__kSNgmLQSKWoTThkqTUmKw
https://events.zoom.us/ev/AlWxmoWBwSDB8VPrmVDvD87mJk3GJJ4OJzjUKB8l2Yg3JLt1-u_S%7EAu2PYeWl4wRP-Z9jnWk2waV6oCt3-jDj-GITxv_IP-sAMsWPVXYWha44zQ?utm_campaign=PLT&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=292888080&utm_content=292888080&utm_source=hs_email
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Unlocking the Impact of Data and Assessment 
March 7, 2024 
Join Education Perfect’s Australian Curriculum Specialist, Kelly Hollis, and Solutions 
Consultant, Ryan Besgrove, as they explore the pivotal role of data and assessment in driving 
student outcomes. 
In this exclusive webinar, Kelly and Ryan will dive into the past, present and future of data and 
assessment tools, drawing from expert research and exploring the significant impact these 
modern tools and strategies have on student outcomes. 
Kelly and Ryan will discuss why data and assessment is crucial for student growth, before 
hosting a brief Q&A where they’ll answer your burning questions. 
Join the co-presenters for this webinar to empower your school with the knowledge and 
digital tools needed to unlock the potential of every student. 
Find out more 
 

ADF | Navy Careers Virtual Information Session 
March 7, 2024 
Consider a career like no other and work alongside likeminded, expertly trained personnel as 
a member of the Navy. 
Speak with serving members about career opportunities at our virtual info session. 
Find out more 
 

myfuture | Supporting the career development needs of children from refugee and 
migrant backgrounds 
March 7, 2024 
Australia is a multicultural country, home to people from all around the world who have come 
to establish themselves in a new life. They often have high aspirations for their children’s 
education and career development. However, there are many challenges that those children 
and their families might face. 
In this panel discussion, you will hear from several experts in refugee and migrant settlement, 
employment, and career development. We will discuss the challenges and offer strategies for 
career educators to help confront them. 
Find out more 
 

University of Newcastle | Campus Tours 
March 8, 2024 
If you’re thinking about study at the University of Newcastle, let our Student Ambassadors 
show you some of our must-see teaching and learning spaces. Not only will you get a 
personalised tour, but an opportunity to ask as many questions as you have about what uni 
life is really like! 
  

https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/4517062353166/WN_1s4HTNhDRXexRN44ISKlaA#/registration
https://www.adfcareers.gov.au/events/events-detail/88l8ox2
https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/d8b311d6-d7cc-4bd0-9a83-94c8999d00cd@59db9cec-f888-461f-add2-60a613c46be5
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Campus tour locations and times: 

• Callaghan and Ourimbah: starting at 10:00am 
• Central Coast Clinical School: starting at 12:00pm 
• NUSpace: starting at 2:00pm 
• Q Building: starting at 3:00pm 

Find out more 
 

myfuture | Supporting First Nations kids toward career success: A yarn with educators 
March 12, 2024 
We all want a good job with a good wage, right? Sure, but our definitions of ‘good’ aren’t 
always the same. And who is the ‘we’ referred to by each of us? It’s important that we all 
understand each other’s perspectives to support our whole community in achieving their 
employment goals. Unfortunately, First Nations kids often struggle to express their cultural 
values in their schooling and employment, struggling to balance the values and motivations of 
themselves and their mob with those expected in their schools, the world of work, and 
Australian society at large. 
For educators, recognising key cultural differences, and how certain cultural values are 
privileged over others, is a key starting point to better supporting First Nations kids in their 
career journeys. 
Tracy Ryan, Educational Designer (First Nations) at Charles Sturt University, invites you to join 
her in a yarn about how First Nations success is defined and shaped. Tracy will offer some 
ideas about First Nations cultural values around education and employment, to start a 
conversation about how educators can help First Nations kids envision, plan for, and achieve 
the kind of career that works for them and their community. 
Find out more 
 

ANU | RRR students: why choose ANU? 
March 12, 2024 
Hear from other regional students who will share their stories, talk about why they chose to 
come to ANU, and tell you about what to expect from life at ANU. 
Find out more 
 

UNSW | Year 12 Medicine Information Evening 
March 12, 2024 
Are you interested in a career in medicine? 
Start your medical career at one of the top medical schools in the world. Studying the 
Bachelor of Medical Studies/Doctor of Medicine at UNSW will provide you with the theoretical 
understanding and practical experiences you need to launch your career as a medical 
professional. 
 

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/events/info-sessions/undergraduate/campus-tours-march
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/5787317272836771673
https://study.anu.edu.au/events/rrr-students-why-choose-anu
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UNSW’s Medicine Information Evening, for current year 12 students, will provide insight into 
the dynamic blend of hands-on clinical experiences and research-focused learning that you 
will be immersed in as a UNSW Medicine student. You’ll also find out detailed information on 
the application and admissions process for 2025 entry, including special entry schemes such 
as Rural, Gateway and Indigenous Entry Schemes. 
Join us online where you will hear from our expert panel of academic staff, current students 
and advisors, and get all of your UNSW Medicine questions answered. 
Find out more 
 

Sydney Design School | Information Session 
March 13, 2024 
Find out everything you need to know about our flexible courses and career support. Our 
Director, Amanda Grace will introduce you to our unique philosophy, passionate Educators 
and industry focused approach to learning. 
Our sessions are also streamed live online via Zoom. Register to receive a link closer to the 
date of your Info Session. 
Find out more 
 

University of Sydney | Studying science at Sydney 
March 13, 2024 
Are you an aspiring scientist keen to explore your tertiary study options? From astrophysics to 
wildlife conservation and medicinal chemistry, to the history and philosophy of science, a 
degree in science could lead to a diverse and rewarding career anywhere and everywhere. 
Join our academic expert to learn about studying science in the vibrant scientific community 
at the University of Sydney. This session will cover the wide range of science major options, 
advanced study options, flexible and specialist degree pathways, research opportunities, 
industry engagement and exciting student life. 
Find out more 
 

AIE | Information Evening 
March 13, 2024 
Discover the courses designed to get you started in game development, film, 3D animation 
and visual effects at the AIE Information Evening. The evening will include presentations on 
different areas of industry to get into as well as information about AIE full-time and part-time 
courses and entry requirements. We will be showing off AIE student work and our staff and 
teachers will be available to chat with you about our courses and how AIE can get you into a 
creative career. 
Find out more 
 
 

https://www.events.unsw.edu.au/event/unsw-year-12-medicine-information-evening
https://sydneydesignschool.com.au/information-sessions/
https://uni-sydney.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0Bg9eagTTqC6zgPIC_xX1A
https://aie.edu.au/aie_event/information-evening/
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ISCD | Interior Design Info Session 
March 14, 2024 
Our interior design info sessions are a great way to explore the foundations of design and 
discover if a career in interior design is for you. 
Join from anywhere, ask questions in real-time. 
Find out more 
 

SCU | Discovery Day - Northern Rivers 
March 15, 2024 
Enjoy a day visiting campus facilities, attending a morning and afternoon course information 
session, and more – all free of charge. 
Find out more 
 

University of Sydney | Day in the life of a Sydney student 
March 15, 2024 
What is it like to study at the University of Sydney? What will your study to social life balance 
be like while undertaking your degree? Discover first hand from a student what a day in the 
life of at Sydney looks like, learn about study load, clubs and societies, support offered, 
internships, work placement and so much more. 
Find out more 
 

Important Future Events 
 
Charles Sturt | Medicine Information Night 
March 20, 2024 
Join our online Medicine Information Night to discover our five-year Doctor of Medicine. 
Charles Sturt University offers the Joint Program in Medicine in partnership with Western 
Sydney University. The two-year program runs on our Orange campus in regional New South 
Wales and is followed by three years of regional placements. 
Whether you’re in high school, looking for a career change or keen to take the next step in 
your health career – this information night is for you! Parents, carers and career advisers are 
also welcome to attend. 
Find out more 
 

BiG Day In, UTS 
March 20 to 21, 2024 
Join us in the Great Hall at UTS for the 2024 BiG Day In – hear from organisations such as 
Australian Signals Directorate, Microsoft, Google, Westpac, Woolworths, Wisetech Global, 
Avanade, TCS and loads more to come to learn where a STEM career could take you. 
Register for Day 1 or Register for Day 2 

https://info.iscd.edu.au/info-session-registration
https://www.scu.edu.au/experience/come-visit/discovery-day-northern-rivers/
https://uni-sydney.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_5k-4iD_rSUelDUIFNi4eAQ
https://cvent.csu.edu.au/event/7c1b0b12-d264-4043-a08a-b8360f94302f/summary
https://acsfoundation.eventsmart.com/events/big-day-in-uts-wednesday-20-march-2024/
https://acsfoundation.eventsmart.com/events/big-day-in-uts-thursday-21-march-2024/
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Sydney Secondary Youth Leadership Conference 2024 
March 21, 2024 
Immerse your secondary school students in a truly transformative experience at our 
prestigious Secondary Youth Leadership Conference. Prepare to be amazed as your students 
embark on a journey of self-discovery, empowerment, and leadership development. Engaging 
keynotes, interactive activities, and reflective sessions will cultivate their sense of personal 
agency and self-leadership, equipping them with indispensable skills for success. 
Our inclusive community fosters meaningful peer interactions and networking, fostering a 
sense of belonging and inspiration. Witness your students be truly inspired as they glean 
wisdom from accomplished local speakers who have triumphed over adversity. 
Find out more 
 

SCU | Discovery Day - Coffs Harbour 
March 22, 2024 
Enjoy a day visiting campus facilities, attending a morning and afternoon course information 
session, and more – all free of charge. 
Find out more 
 

AIM | School Holiday Workshops 
April 8, 2024 
Created for students in Years 9-12, AIM’s new high school music workshops provide incredible 
opportunities to explore performance and songwriting, mentored by AIM’s own accomplished 
musicians and educators. 
Register for the Performance workshop 
Register for the Songwriting workshop 
 

Central Coast Career Pathways Expo 2024 
April 9, 2024 
The emphasis of the Career Expo is to examine industries and the range of career pathways 
available through further education, training and employment opportunities. 
The Career Pathway Expo is held when Students in Year 10 are selecting subjects for Year 11, 
and Students in Year 11 and 12 are considering their career options! 
Find out more 
 

AIE | Industry Experience Day 
April 11 to April 17, 2024 
AIE’s Industry Experience Day is a great opportunity for students in Years 10, 11 and 12 to 
learn about the local and international game development, 3D animation and visual effects 
industries. 
  

https://www.ylaaus.com/sylc/syd24sylc
https://www.scu.edu.au/experience/come-visit/discovery-day-coffs-harbour/
https://aim.edu.au/whats-on/school-holiday-workshop-music-theatre-syd-campus-8-april/
https://aim.edu.au/whats-on/school-holiday-workshop-songwriting-syd-campus-8-april/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1682570455569586/
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Students will get the opportunity to learn about the different pathways to get into the 
industry, what should be in a portfolio and will be able to get creative in practical workshops 
using industry-standard 3D animation and game development tools. 
The sessions are run by industry professionals who have worked on some blockbuster games 
and films. Everything is provided for you to participate in the hands-on workshops and you 
will be using the same software that is used in the industry. 
Find out more 
 

AIM | School Holiday HSC Masterclass 
April 12, 2024 
AIM’s HSC Performance Workshop is designed exclusively for Year 12 Music 1 and 2 students 
who are interested in improving and polishing their performance works for their assessments, 
trial performances and HSC. 
Find out more 
 

Discover Health Sciences at ACU North Sydney 
April 16, 2024 
Join us for the 2024 Discover ACU. A free event tailored to your study area of interest, these 
sessions will give you an insight into life as a uni student. 
Take part in hands-on workshops, tour our facilities and hear from current students about a 
rewarding career as a health professional. 
Find out more 
 

Discover Teaching and Social Work at ACU Strathfield 
April 17, 2024 
Join us for the 2024 Discover ACU. A free event tailored to your study area of interest, these 
sessions will give you an insight into life as a uni student. 
Take part in hands-on workshops, tour our facilities and hear from current students about a 
rewarding career as a teacher or social worker. 
Find out more 

BiG Day In, Newcastle 
May 2, 2024 
Join us for the 2024 BiG Day In Newcastle on Thursday 2 May in the Great Hall at University of 
Newcastle, Callaghan Campus. Learn where a career in STEM can take you by listening to 
awesome presenters from Westpac, Wisetech Global, Microsoft, Google, Australian Signals 
Directorate, Avanade Australia, Mudbath & more to come. 
Find out more 
  

https://aie.edu.au/aie_event/industry-experience-day/
https://aim.edu.au/whats-on/school-holiday-workshop-performance-songwriting-syd-campus-12-april/
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2024/april/discover-health-sciences-at-acu-north-sydney
https://www.acu.edu.au/about-acu/events/2024/april/discover-teaching-and-social-work-at-acu-strathfield
https://acsfoundation.eventsmart.com/events/big-day-in-newcastle-thursday-2-may-2024/
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UNE | Open Day 2024 
May 3, 2024 
Open Day is a great opportunity to visit our Armidale campus, chat with staff and students to 
learn more about the courses on offer, check out the facilities, attend talks and information 
sessions, and get taste of uni life. 
Talk one-on-one with lecturers, unit coordinators and students about your study options and 
career pathways, and learn everything you need to know about applying to UNE, the Early 
Entry program, and scholarships from our friendly Future Students Team. 
Find out more 
 

BiG Day In, Port Macquarie 
May 8, 2024 
Join us for the 2024 BiG Day In Port Macquarie on Wednesday 8 May at CSU. Hear from cool 
industry speakers & exhibitors to learn where a STEM career can take you from organisations 
including Woolworths, TCS & loads more to come. 
Find out more 
 

Northwest Regional Career Expo 2024 
May 15, 2024 
Our Careers Expo was started in 1992 by Rotary Club of Tamworth First Light. Attendees 
benefited from a wide range of exhibitors from a large variety of industries providing valuable 
advice and information to help further their career and business development. The event 
continues to provide valuable access to local and interstate exhibitors for the community and 
schools from Tamworth and the surrounding region. 
Find out more 
 

BiG Day In, Parramatta 
May 15, 2024 
Join us on Wednesday 15 May for 2024 BiG Day In Parramatta. Bring your Year 9-12 students 
along to WSU CBD Campus to hear from presenters from Westpac, Microsoft, Google, 
Wisetech Global & more to come so they can learn where a STEM career can take them. 
Find out more 
 

Newcastle & Lake Macquarie Career Expo 2024 
May 16, 2024 
The Newcastle & Lake Macquarie Career Expo is proudly presented by Career Links, on behalf 
of the Career Advisors Association. 
This leading Career Expo is attracting a record number of local and interstate exhibitors 
including major universities, leading training colleges and employers. 
Find out more 

https://www.une.edu.au/openday
https://acsfoundation.eventsmart.com/events/big-day-in-port-macquarie-wednesday-8-may-2024-csu/
https://nwrce.org.au/
https://acsfoundation.eventsmart.com/events/big-day-in-parramatta-wednesday-15-may-2024/
https://www.newcastlecareerexpo.com.au/
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Hunter Valley Career Expo 2024 
May 17, 2024 
Make sure that you plan your visit to the Hunter Valley Career Expo so that you are able to 
gather as much information as you can about the careers and jobs you are interested in. 
You will be able to talk to people who are working in many different types of jobs. There will 
be representatives from employer and professional associations, TAFE, Universities, other 
training providers and employment agencies. 
Find out more 
 

Greater Western Sydney Careers Market 2024 
May 22 to 23, 2024 
This event offers exhibitors the opportunity to speak to thousands of Greater Western Sydney 
high school students and careers advisers as these students explore career paths and further 
education options available to them. 
Organisations such as Universities, Registered Training Organisations (RTO), Apprenticeship 
Centre’s, Group training Organisations, Private Colleges, Professional Associations and 
Employers attend this event to inform students about everything they need to know, covering 
all questions about careers and educational options after high school. 
Find out more 
 

Free Money 

Scholarships 
 
Real Futures Grant 
Opens: February 26, 2024 
Closes: October 31, 2024 
The Real Futures Grant is an annual one-off $5,000 prize, awarded to a student studying for a 
certificate, diploma, degree or traineeship in one of the following fields: healthcare, medicine, 
business, or finance. 
Find out more 
 

Competitions 
 
Anthology Art Competition 2024 
Opens: November 1, 2023 
Closes: October 31, 2024 
 

http://www.huntervalleycareerexpo.com.au/
https://www.brettcarterevents.com.au/western-sydney-careers-market/
https://www.realinsurance.com.au/grants/real-futures-grant
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The Anthology Art Competition is established to foster and support both established and 
emerging visual artists and provide a platform for publication. The competition is open to 
multiple genres including painting, printmaking, mixed media, photography and digital media. 
Find out more 
 

Anthology Poetry Competition 2024 
Opens: December 1, 2023 
Closes: October 31, 2024 
Established to recognise and encourage excellence in the craft of poetry writing and to 
provide a platform for publication, the Poetry Award is open to original and previously 
unpublished poems in the English language. 
Find out more 
 

Study 

University 
 

Should you study a degree based on how much it costs?  
There are lots of things to think about when choosing a degree to study at university, from 
whether or not you enjoy the subject to how much you want a career in the industry. But how 
much of a factor is money? Should you study (or forego) a degree based on how much it 
costs? Let’s take a look at how degrees are priced and whether or not it should influence your 
choice. 
 
Who decides how much a degree costs to study? 
In Australia, this is mostly determined by the government, particularly for undergraduate 
degrees (i.e. courses you can study straight out of school). They provide money to public 
universities through Commonwealth supported places (or CSPs), which cover some course 
fees on your behalf. The bit left over you pay is called a student contribution amount. 
So how much will your student contribution amount be? Well, that depends on what you want 
to study. Course areas are divided up into student contribution bands, which change each 
year and are determined by a variety of factors, such as: 

• How much it costs the university to provide the course 
• How much money the government is willing to commit 
• Current levels of inflation and other economic factors 
• Whether the government wants to entice more students into certain study areas 

  

https://anthology-magazine.com/awards/cover-art-competition/
https://anthology-magazine.com/awards/poetry-competition/
https://studyworkgrow.com/should-you-study-a-degree-based-on-how-much-it-costs/
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/commonwealth-supported-places-csps
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/commonwealth-supported-places-csps/student-contribution-amounts
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This last factor is particularly important. In 2021, the government released the Job-ready 
Graduates Package – it’s pretty meaty, but one of its main purposes was to identify jobs that 
had shortages, and then allocate more funding towards degrees to get more people qualified 
and fill job demand. Basically, they made certain degrees cheaper as a way of encouraging 
more people to study them. 
 
Is cost a big factor? 
Current student contribution amounts per year range from anywhere between $4,445 to 
$16,323. And if you’re worried about having to pay this money upfront, don’t be – you can 
access a HECS-HELP loan to cover what you owe. Yes, it is a loan, so you will need to pay it 
back eventually, but this is done bit by bit, and only once you start earning a certain amount. 
Given all of this, it seems like cost should probably be the least of your worries, right? Well, 
there are some circumstances where cost can become an important factor. If any of these 
apply to you, you might need to do a bit more thinking before you enrol. 
 
You’re offered a full-fee paying place 
While CSPs are great, they are limited, and it is up to the university how many places they 
want to offer in a degree. So if they have 200 places for a degree, but only enough funding to 
cover 120 CSPs, the last 80 students will be offered full-fee paying places instead. This means 
you need to pay the full fee amount yourself. 
CSPs are sometimes offered on a first-come, first-serve basis, while in other cases you may 
need to meet certain academic thresholds to be offered a CSP. 
Additionally, money for CSPs from the government only goes to public universities. So if you 
want to study at a private university or institution, you’ll always be offered a full-fee paying 
place. 
You can still get a FEE-HELP loan to cover the costs, but it does mean you’ll have more to pay 
back down the track. 
 
You need more than one degree for your dream job 
For some careers you might need a postgraduate qualification before you can start applying 
for jobs. To apply for a postgraduate qualification, you need an undergraduate one first. And 
this means you need to study and pay for two degrees. 
Many postgraduate courses don’t require a specific degree area for entry, so you could 
reduce your costs by studying a cheaper undergraduate degree. But note that this isn’t always 
the case; and if your undergrad degree is in a different area to your postgrad one, you might 
be missing some of the essential knowledge and skills compared to your classmates. 
Another important thing to note is that CSPs are rare in postgraduate courses – most of the 
time you’ll be in a full-fee paying place, which means your second degree will probably be 
more expensive. 
 

https://www.education.gov.au/job-ready
https://www.education.gov.au/job-ready
https://studyworkgrow.com/help-loans-explained/
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/help-loans/fee-help
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You’re an international student 
CSPs are only available to domestic students, so if you’re an international student, you’ll 
always be offered a full-fee paying place. It’s also important to note that loan options such as 
HECS-HELP and FEE-HELP are also only available to citizens and permanent residents, so you 
need to make sure you have a way to cover your course fees upfront before enrolling. 
 
 
Will costs stop me from studying a particular degree? 
Ultimately, this will depend on your personal circumstances and feelings on the matter. If the 
idea of saddling yourself with a loan straight out of school makes you uncomfortable, you 
might look at cheaper options. If your mind is set on your dream course and nothing will get 
in your way, costs might not factor in to your choice. 
If money is a concern for you, there is lots of support options out there. You can find a 
scholarship to help cover fees and other study costs, and there are government payments for 
students as well. 
 
What should I consider when choosing a degree? 
Aside from costs, there are lots of other factors that can influence your choice of degree. Here 
are some other things we think are just as important to think about before you make a 
decision: 

• Is it something you enjoy? 
• Can you see yourself in a career in this field? 
• Are there future job prospects in this field? 
• Have you chosen this for yourself, or have you been influenced by others? 
• Are you excited about heading off to uni? 
• Are you confident in your decision? 

 
The choice is yours 
Still not quite convinced? Arts degrees became more expensive after the government 
introduced their Jobs-ready Graduates Package, and yet… 

“More people studied arts degrees after this change came into place than 
before it. I guess a classic example that people pick the subjects that they 

do at university based on what they love, what they want to do, the 
profession they want to go in rather than that deferred HECS payment.” 

Federal Education Minister Jason Clare, Insiders 

Yes, money is important – but so is doing what you love. Whether or not you should study a 
degree based on how much it costs comes down to you. Finding a balance between passion 
and practicality will ultimately set you on the best path to success. 
 

https://studyworkgrow.com/freemoney/
https://www.studyassist.gov.au/support-while-you-study/student-payments
https://ministers.education.gov.au/clare/interview-insiders
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We have lots of other resources on our website for you to check out, whether you’re 
considering your study options or looking for more money tips. 
 

Starting university – Advice for Indigenous students  
If you’re an Indigenous student in Year 12 this year and planning to go to university, you could 
be feeling a little bit nervous about what’s in store for you. So we’ve put together some advice 
on starting university for Indigenous students to help you overcome your fears and embrace 
the excitement about starting a new chapter in life. There’s tips on utilising support services, 
finding financial support, and just being yourself – let’s take a look. 
 
Get acquainted with O-Week 
Orientation week, often shortened to “O-Week”, is your chance to get to know what university 
life is all about. You’ll find out about what to expect from your course, meet other new 
students, learn about support and wellbeing services, and so much more. The whole idea is to 
help ease the transition from high school to university and help you to build connections with 
other students and staff. 
O-Week is definitely useful, but if you’re feeling the pressure already or just can’t make it due 
to other commitments, that’s totally OK. Universities offer support all year round, so don’t be 
afraid to contact them at any time. 

“Don’t feel too pressured to participate. I missed my O-Week in my college 
and I’m fine. You’ll have plenty of opportunities throughout your university 

life to meet new people.” 

Ethan Taylor, ABC Everyday 

 
Access support services 
Universities have all kinds of support services for students, from those tailored to Indigenous 
students to resources accessible to everyone. Here are some you might like to take a look at. 
 
Indigenous Higher Education Units 
Every university in Australia has an Indigenous Higher Education Unit (IHEU), designed to 
provide culturally-appropriate support and networks for Indigenous students. They can help 
you with course enrolment, tutoring, balancing your study and social life, and so much more. 

“Even though the cultural connections have always run deep in my family, I 
found that building a support network with other Indigenous students 

really helped to strengthen my own sense of identity.” 

Jessica Singh, Bond University 

 

https://studyworkgrow.com/category/study/
https://studyworkgrow.com/category/grow/money
https://studyworkgrow.com/starting-university-advice-from-indigenous-students/
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/university-life-tips-from-indigenous-students/11925274
https://www.niaa.gov.au/indigenous-affairs/education/indigenous-higher-education-units
https://bond.edu.au/current-students/services-support/student-support/indigenous-students/our-strong-stories
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Student unions 
Student unions are run by students for students. They serve as a collective voice and work to 
represent student interests and advocate for student rights, particularly for marginalised or 
under-represented student groups, including Indigenous students. They provide a wide range 
of services to support student wellbeing and success, as well as organise social and cultural 
events, clubs, and activities that foster a sense of community. 

“Indigenous students weren’t as engaged as other students when it came to 
really getting our hands on our education. UATSIS lets Indigenous students 

tell the university what we want from these courses and what we want 
from the administration, things that can make our life that much easier.” 

Ethan Taylor, ABC Everyday 

General support services 
You can also take advantage of other general academic support services such as tutoring, 
study groups, and writing workshops – they exist for a reason, and you don’t need to struggle 
alone. Whether you want to sharpen your language skills, learn how to reference, or just want 
some time to brainstorm and mingle with other students, there’s something for everyone. 

“Those are the kind of things that set me up in my first year. They kind of 
demystified university for me and now I’m comfortable and that has 

allowed me to be successful.” 

Tetei Bakic, Sydney Morning Herald 

Focus on you 
Heading off to university is a big change. You’re not just studying; you’re also growing as a 
person, discovering things about yourself, and trying to figure out what your future might 
involve. And this isn’t all going to happen overnight! So be kind to yourself and remember that 
you’re only human – there’s nothing wrong with making mistakes. 
Sometimes you might find that you’ve changed your mind about your course down the track, 
and that’s totally OK. Your university can help you figure out your options and guide you 
through the process of changing courses. 

“If you don’t enjoy it after six months, change. I wish I did that. I wish I had 
changed in my first year instead of my second year. It’s OK to change. You 
will go throughout life changing jobs multiple times, you never have just 

one job.” 

Bromley See Kee, ABC Everyday 

  

https://www.facebook.com/UATSIS/
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/university-life-tips-from-indigenous-students/11925274
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/focus-on-the-successes-ken-wyatt-says-lessons-to-be-learned-in-indigenous-education-20200306-p547l9.html
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/university-life-tips-from-indigenous-students/11925274
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Embrace and celebrate your cultural identity 
Moving away from home, culture, and community can be hard. It’s not always easy to make a 
new life in a new place, especially for Indigenous students who might struggle leaving a close 
bond to country. But remember, you’re never alone. 
IHEU’s aren’t just places to find study help – they’re also a great place to meet other 
Indigenous students on campus, connect with local culture, and even just relax in a 
welcoming and comfortable space. 

“At first it was an achievement adjusting to things like managing finances 
and big city living – back home everyone knows everyone! So the support 
from Moondani Balluk staff has been amazing. They’re there for anything 

from academic support to just having a yarn.” 

Jaydah Turner, Koori Mail 

Close connection to community and country might even be what drives you to study in the 
first place. Many Indigenous students want to study so they can give back to their 
communities, or because they’ve been inspired by someone else close to them. 

“You realise how important culture is because you realise all of your hopes 
and dreams go back to that idea of community. I saw what was happening 

to my family, with the health impacts and I realised I can either give up 
now and not make a difference or I can continue and hopefully make a 

difference when I am a doctor.” 

Shailyn Isaac, ABC Everyday 

You can participate in cultural events, ceremonies, and gatherings (both on and off campus) 
to stay connected to your heritage and community. 
 
Find financial support 
Aside from study and cultural support, universities also offer tons of financial support options 
for Indigenous students too. Whether you need some money for textbooks and equipment, 
want help covering accommodation costs, or are looking for a way to reduce your course fees, 
there are scholarships out there for any situation. 

“I was determined to do whatever I could to get to Bond but, financially, I 
knew we couldn’t afford it. The scholarship was my passport and I think it’s 
fantastic that Bond has all these partners who are giving Indigenous kids 

like me the opportunity to study at a prestige university.” 

Jordan Kilcoyne, Bond University 

There are lots of other organisations that offer financial support as well, such as government 
payments, community groups, and even local businesses. 

https://www.vu.edu.au/study-at-vu/information-for/aboriginal-torres-strait-islander-students
https://koorimail.com/wp-content/uploads/Education-810-14.pdf
https://www.abc.net.au/everyday/being-the-first-in-your-family-to-go-to-university/11924802
https://studyworkgrow.com/freemoney/
https://bond.edu.au/current-students/services-support/student-support/indigenous-students/our-strong-stories
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Advice from Indigenous alumni 
If you’re still not feeling quite sure, here are some words of wisdom from Indigenous people 
who have been in your shoes and have come out the other side. 

“If you’re not sure about what you want to study and where you want to go in 
life, that’s okay, that’s normal. One thing you realise when you get here is that 
everybody is finding their way, finding their feet. The best thing you can do is 

keep putting one foot in front of the other and keep moving forward.” 

Cameron Callope, Bachelor of Health Sciences at UQ – Koori News 

“I dropped out of high school in Year 10. In all honesty, as a high school 
dropout, I didn’t think I was eligible to go to university. While I was curious 

about pursuing my education, I was also very hesitant. 

“The ever-patient Aunties at the Office of Indigenous Student Support listened 
to me say for years that I wanted to come to university, and I’d guess that no 

one was more shocked than them when I finally decided to enrol. 

“Studying at Charles Darwin University has taught me many things as both a 
student and a person.” 

Mark, Bachelor of Laws at CDU – Charles Darwin University 

“There are so many students who have been motivated to achieve amazing 
things by being surrounded by deadly students who understand you. So, to 
that school leaver, that lost kid; seek out the community that understands 

you; trust them. 

“That’s where the magic is; proud blackfellas inspiring and pushing one 
another to succeed, all with the goal of using their knowledge to help the 

community that we all owe so much.” 

Otis Carmichael, Bachelor of Information Technology at UQ – University of 
Queensland 

“I am so connected to my community, my mob, and I have an obligation to 
other First Nations mobs to do better. My family never had the opportunity to 

do what I have. I’m the first to go to university in my family and it is 
motivation – it has set me up to be the type of leader, the type of person I 

want to be. Never looking down on people because I come from this 
community and I come from social housing.” 

Taylah Gray, Bachelor of Laws & PhD in Law at Newcastle – University of 
Newcastle 

  

https://koorimail.com/wp-content/uploads/Education-810-13.pdf
https://www.cdu.edu.au/launchpad/student-stories/high-school-dropout-law-valedictorian
https://indigenous-engagement.uq.edu.au/stories/aboriginal-student-finds-second-home-campus
https://indigenous-engagement.uq.edu.au/stories/aboriginal-student-finds-second-home-campus
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/engage/alumni/stories/meet-our-alumni/alumni-stories/taylah-gray
https://www.newcastle.edu.au/engage/alumni/stories/meet-our-alumni/alumni-stories/taylah-gray
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Find out more 
We have lots of other resources and advice for Indigenous students on our website here, as 
well as blogs about university courses, life, and more. 

Work 

Job Spotlight 
 
How to become a Curator  
Curators are responsible for the collections in museums, galleries, and other cultural and 
research institutions. Their job involves researching and purchasing new items, keeping 
thorough records and catalogues, finding ways to preserve exhibits, as well as creating 
innovative, appealing, and educational displays for the public. 
Are you passionate about art, culture, history, or education? Are you creative, organised, and 
want to share your passions with a wide range of people? Then working as a curator could be 
fantastic job for you. 
 
What skills do I need as a curator? 

• Creative & inventive 
• Excellent communication skills 
• Organised & methodical 
• Great attention to detail 
• Excellent research skills 
• Good team worker 
• Decisive leader 
• Can manage resources effectively 

 
What tasks can I expect to do? 

• Find and purchase new collections 
• Research and identify items 
• Explore ways to exhibit or preserve items 
• Prepare labels and catalogue items 
• Keep detailed records 
• Arrange restoration works 
• Design exhibitions or installations 
• Write grant applications and fundraise 
• Manage staff and volunteers 
• Create educational and promotional material 
• Collaborate with other archival professionals 

https://studyworkgrow.com/category/grow/first-nations/
https://studyworkgrow.com/category/study/
https://studyworkgrow.com/how-to-become-a-curator/
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What industries do curators typically work in? 

• Arts and Recreation Services 
• Public Administration and Safety 
• Health Care and Social Assistance 

 
What kind of lifestyle can I expect as a curator? 
There are lots of part-time opportunities available for curators, and you can expect to work 
during regular business hours. However, this is a fairly small profession, so job opportunities 
can be limited and competitive. 
Curators are most commonly found in galleries and museums, but you could also be working 
with collections in a range of other locations, including zoos and aquariums, council buildings, 
hospitals, universities, parks, gardens, historical sites, retail areas, or hospitality venues. You 
could even be setting up exhibitions in disused shop fronts, abandoned storage areas, at the 
beach, or in a residential home. 
You may also have the opportunity to travel, work on site, or go on research trips. Some of 
your work could also be done remotely and online, meaning that you could work from home. 
Most curators earn an average wage. 
 
How to become a curator 
To become a curator, you typically need a bachelor or master’s degree in library science, arts, 
history, or a related field. Additionally, specialised training in archives, records management, 
or museum studies is often required.This training may include coursework in preservation 
techniques, collection management, and information technology. Internships and hands-on 
experience in the field can also be valuable for gaining practical skills and knowledge. 
If you’re in high school now and are thinking of becoming a curator, here are some steps you 
could take: 

• Choose high school subjects that reflect your interests and will help you meet any 
university course prerequisites. 

• Vocational qualifications could be a pathway into a degree if you’d like to test the 
waters first. Your studies could even count towards your university degree (though this 
will depend on the university and course). 

• Volunteering or work experience are great ways to network and give your resume a 
boost. You could also look at internships as a way of getting your foot in the door. 

 
Find out more: 

• Records and Information Management Practitioners Alliance 
• Australian Society of Archivists 
• ARMA International 
• Institute of Certified Records Managers 
• Association of Certified E-Discovery Specialists 

https://www.rimpa.com.au/
https://www.archivists.org.au/
https://www.arma.org/
https://www.icrm.org/
https://aceds.org/
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Similar careers to curator 

• Producer 
• Artist 
• Archivist 
• Collections Manager 
• Librarian 
• Interpreter 
• Event Planner 

Find out more about alternative careers. 
 

Skills for Work 
 
Resume basics to get you started  
When you’re applying for any job, the first thing you need to do is write a resume. Studies 
show employers spend on average just 7 seconds reading each resume they receive – so how 
can you make sure yours is noticed above the others? Let’s go through some resume basics 
so you can craft the perfect application and secure that all-important interview. 
 
What is a resume? 
Your resume is a document that details your work and study history, and highlights all of your 
achievements and skills so far. 
Its purpose is to allow potential employers and recruiters to get a sense of who you are. It’s 
your opportunity to show that you recognise the skills and attributes that they’re looking for 
in order to do the job, and confirms that you have them. 
A great resume could make sure your application ends up in the “interview” pile, bringing you 
one step closer to securing a job. 
 
Things to include on your resume 
You’ll want to keep your resume brief – 1 page is ideal, 2 maximum. Of course, this will all 
depend on how long you’ve been working and what you have to include. As a general rule, 
here are some basic details your resume should always show: 

• Your name and contact details 
• Your education history, including any relevant subjects you’ve studied 
• Any other jobs you’ve had (including volunteer work and work experience) 
• A list of your skills – don’t be shy, but don’t exaggerate either 
• Any awards or achievements 
• A few hobbies and interests (if relevant to the job) 

  

https://studyworkgrow.com/category/work/job-spotlights/
https://studyworkgrow.com/resume-basics-to-get-you-started/
https://hbr.org/2020/09/how-to-get-your-resume-noticed-and-out-of-the-trash-bin
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In addition to those key details, there are some other important things to keep in mind when 
putting your resume together: 

• Make sure you provide all the essential details 
• Keep it up to date 
• Highlight your skills without waffling 
• Stay honest 
• Proof-read it or ask someone to help you out 

Remember, you need it to impress the person reading it and make them see you’re the best 
fit for the job they’re advertising. 
 
Give it some polish 
Spending some time ensuring your resume is formatted right is important. Unless you’re 
applying for a job in design or arts, you don’t need to make your resume look super fancy. The 
most important things to consider are: 

• It’s neat, professional, and presentable 
• It’s easy to read 
• Key information is identifiable at a glance 

So don’t go overboard with colours and fonts – in most cases, keeping it simple is best. 
 
Applicant tracking systems 
Applicant tracking systems (ATS) are automated software used by some employers to 
automatically filter and sort resumes. The ATS can scan each application much faster than a 
person, picking up key descriptors and skills, then forwarding the best resumes on to a real 
person to review. 
They’re often used by employers when they expect to receive a high volume of applications 
for a particular job. It saves them time by filtering out any unsuitable candidates and lets 
them focus on the most relevant applications. 
Not all employers will use an ATS, but you probably won’t be able to tell whether they do or 
not, so it’s best to assume they will and prepare accordingly. Here are some things you can do 
to make sure your application isn’t pushed to the bottom of the pile: 

• Incorporate key words and skills from the job advertisement into your resume 
• Include any “must haves” from the job ad in your resume 
• Make sure your resume is in the correct file format 
• Stay away from using images and complex formatting, as this can often confuse the 

filter 
 
  

https://au.indeed.com/career-advice/resumes-cover-letters/applicant-tracking-systems
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Don’t forget a cover letter 
Including a brief cover letter with your application is often a good idea. These are written in a 
formal letter style, as opposed to the short bullet points in your resume. It should include: 

• Your name and contact details 
• An introduction about you 
• Why you’re interested in this particular job 
• How your skills and experience match what the employer’s looking for 
• A call to action (reading the attached resume or asking for an interview) 
• A thank you to the employer for their time and consideration 

Keep it brief and to the point. Don’t forget to include any focus words you spotted in the job 
ad. 
 
A little extra effort goes a long way 
Customising your resume and cover letter for each job you apply for shows you’ve put in 
effort and could boost your chances of securing the job. Sure, it might take you a bit more 
time, but it’s definitely worth it – just a few small tweaks could make all the difference. 
Still want to learn more? We have heaps of other blogs on resume basics, preparing for work, 
and finding your dream career on our website here. 
 

Grow 

Goal Setting 
 
10 questions to ask your future self  
We get it – thinking about your future self can be hard. But it’s important. In fact, thinking 
about our future goals can help us decide the actions we should be taking right now. You 
don’t need to work out every tiny detail of your future right now – even if you do, sometimes 
things happen that you don’t expect, and that’s OK. But having a plan can help you navigate 
any bumps along the way. So to help you start planning, here are 10 questions to ask your 
future self. 
 
What should I ask? 
Here are 10 questions to ask your future self to start thinking about the possibilities: 

1. How would you describe your future self? 
2. Where does your future self live? 
3. What job is your future self doing? 
4. How much does your future self earn? 
5. What does a typical day for your future self look like? 

https://studyworkgrow.com/category/work/
https://studyworkgrow.com/10-questions-to-ask-your-future-self/
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6. What hobbies does your future self enjoy? 
7. How does your future self handle conflict? 
8. What do other people say about your future self? 
9. How does your future self feel about themselves? 
10. What has your future self achieved? 

 
What do I do next? 
Once you have the answers to these questions, you can start working backwards; think about 
what you can be doing now to make this future a reality. 
So, for example, if your future self is a doctor, what can you do right now to achieve that goal? 
You could start looking at potential university degrees, and you’ll need to make sure you’re 
getting good enough grades to get in. So, here is what we can do right now: build good study 
habits. 
Reverse-engineer each answer until you get to what you can do now for each. If your future 
self is kind and generous, maybe think about doing volunteer work. If your future self wants 
to run a marathon, start exercising and getting fitter. 
Every now and then our goals might change – this is fine! Just revisit these questions again 
and see what you can do differently to work towards these new goals. 
 
Want more? 
If you need some help setting goals, we have heaps of other blogs you can check out on our 
website here. 
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