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Rob, Cross Custom Meats
Raised on a family farm on the Tablelands, 
Rob has always been surrounded by hard
work, agriculture, and the understanding 
that industries connected to food 
production will always be important. 
Keen to explore a trade pathway that 
plays an essential role in everyday life, 
he spent his work experience week with 
Cross Custom Meats in Atherton.
Working in the packing area, Rob quickly 
got involved in learning how to hang sausages, 
make rissoles, and pack meat, while gaining insight 
into the day-to-day operations of a busy butcher shop. Although it was his
first experience working outside of the family farm, Rob settled in
confidently and fitted in well with the team. His host employer was
impressed with his attitude and willingness to learn, while Rob described
the workplace as encouraging and welcoming for someone new to the
industry.
For Rob, the placement provided valuable workplace experience, practical
skills, and the confidence that comes from stepping into a new
environment. It also reinforced his interest in exploring trade pathways and
the opportunities they can offer in the future.
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Finance
Graphics/Signage
Health
Health & Fitness
Hospitality
IT
Land & Animal
Systems
Legal Studies
Marine Science
Mechanical Trade
Media
Medical Imaging
Multimedia
Office Administration
Plumbing
Retail
Retail Pharmacy
Science
Tourism
Town Planning/Urban
Design

at a glance

122
Students

participated

113
Employer Champions

hosted students

38 Vocations
explored

Accounting
Allied Health
Architectural
Drafting
Automotive Trades
Aviation
Butchery
Cabinet
Making/Joinery
Carpentry
Community
Services
Construction
Dentistry
Diesel
Fitting/Heavy
Engine
Drafting
Education
Electrical
Engineering
Engineering
Fabrication
Engineering Design
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Malakai, Northern Heart Specialists

Malakai didn’t expect to find himself
scrubbed up in theatre watching heart
surgery during work experience, but
that’s exactly what happened during his
week with Northern Heart Specialists.
Interested in medicine, Malakai spent
time alongside Dr Greg Starmer, Dr
Anthony Brazzale and the nursing team,
gaining insight into the world of
cardiology. A highlight was observing a
keyhole heart procedure at Cairns Private
Hospital, where he watched surgeons
operate through the femoral artery and
experienced firsthand the precision and
teamwork involved in specialist
healthcare.
Back at the clinic, he observed
echocardiograms, ultrasounds and
patient consultations, building his
understanding of how technology and
medicine work together to diagnose and
treat heart conditions. He also had the
opportunity to learn about the study and
career pathways that led staff into the
profession. What started as a week of
curiosity ended with a much clearer
understanding of where a future in
medicine could take him.
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