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Parish Office: 1 Scott Street, Cranbourne
Ph: 5996 1985 https://www.stagathas.org.au

PARISH PRIEST: Fr. Joseph Abutu

ASSISTANT PRIEST: Fr. Stanly Devasia

SISTERS OF THE NATIVITY: sr Mary Olofu, Sr Faustina Ede, Sr Victoria Orinya

Parish Office Hours: Monday 1.00pm to 3.00pm Tuesday to Friday 8.30am to 3.00pm

ST. AGATHA’S PARISH WEEKEND AND WEEKDAY
MASSES WILL BE LIVESTREAMED

Saturday: 6.00pm
Sunday: 9.00am & 6.00pm

Please follow the link:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd9moZmn
AUIrOw-c9jn03Cqg

Weekday Mass Times

Monday to Saturday: 9.30am

For Mass offerings, Recently Deceased or
Anniversaries please phone or email the
parish office

Please pray for:
The Recently Deceased: David Fernando, Martin Van
den Brock

Those whose anniversary or remembrance occurs at
this time: Heather Duyvestyn, Mary Chacko, Giovanni
Procida, Maria Bastian, Kathleen Maher

Those who are sick: Arlette Lalouette, Stanley Jacobs,
Catherine Williams, Felix Weinman, Warren, David
Fernando, Lorenzo Gabriel, Leo Domantay, Ignhazia
Carcangio, Eugene D’Cruz, Glen Lippert, Olivia Newton
John, Patrick Adams, Edgar Lalouette, Nella Raffa,
France Bernon, Arnaud Le Merle, Janet Elliott, Margaret
Fry

PARISH NEWS

Dear Parishioners, Pope Francis has announced
that Bishop Patrick O'Regan will be the new Bishop of
Adelaide. We congratulate Bishop Patrick and wish
him all the best in his new appointment and pray God
will continue to bless him in his ministry guiding his
flock. Bishop Patrick will be sadly missed at St
Agatha's Parish in the Diocese of Sale.

The Victorian Bishops have released a statement
regarding the Prime Ministers announcement
concerning non-essential gatherings.

Masses will be celebrated by Fr Stanly or myself at St
Agatha’s parish without parishioners in attendance.
We encourage you not to lose heart and continue
active participation in the life of the Church, in
personal and family prayer, reflecting on the
Scriptures, making  spiritual communion  or
participating in a Mass online. | encourage you to
continue to pray together as a family, weekday
readings will be attached to this bulletin for you to
follow each day.

St Agatha’s Live Streaming of Masses can be viewed
at
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCd9moZmnAUlr
Ow-c9jn03Cqg

Weekdays at 9.30am and weekends Saturday
6.00pm, Sunday 9.00am and 6.00pm.

Thank you to all our parishioners for your support and
understanding in these uncertain times, at present all
volunteers rosters have been suspended until further
notice.

Masses will still be offered for you intentions.

For now, the Church will be open daily from 10.30am
to 6.00pm for private prayer and Adoration. The
Adoration Chapel will be closed until further notice.
Rest assured of my continued prayers, please keep
us in your prayers.

God bless you, Fr Joseph.

WE WELCOME CHILDREN OF GOD: Joseph
D’Costa, child of Basil & Felice, Kayden Nguyen,
child of Thai & Thi, Sienna Peiris, child of Asela &
Heshani and Oliver Buxton, child of Daniel &
Belinda.

FORMED: A Netflix for Catholics, free for all

parishioners! Every week, Ford highlight different
content. Our Parish Code 2QKKNB
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4™ SUNDAY OF LENT, 22"° MARCH 2020

FIRST READING

Samuel 16:1.6-7.10-13

The Lord said to Samuel, 'Fill your horn with oil and go. |
am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem, for | have
chosen myself a king among his sons." When Samuel
arrived, he caught sight of Eliab and thought, 'Surely the
Lord's anointed one stands there before him," but the
Lord said to Samuel, 'Take no notice of his appearance
or his height for | have rejected him; God does not see
as man sees; man looks at appearances but the Lord
looks at the heart.' Jesse presented his seven sons to
Samuel, but Samuel said to Jesse, 'The Lord has not
chosen these.' He then asked Jesse, 'Are these all the
sons you have?' He answered, 'There is still one left, the
youngest; he is out looking after the sheep." Then
Samuel said to Jesse, 'Send for him; we will not sit down
to eat until he comes.' Jesse had him sent for, a boy of
fresh complexion, with fine eyes and pleasant bearing.
The Lord said, 'Come, anoint him, for this is the one." At
this, Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him where
he stood with his brothers; and the spirit of the Lord
seized on David and stayed with him from that day on.

The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Christ! I am the light of the world, says the
Lord; whoever follows me will have the light of
life. Glory to you, Word of God, Lord Jesus
Christ.

GOSPEL

R. The Lord is my shepherd; there is
nothing I shall want.

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing | shall
want. Fresh and green are the pastures where he
gives me repose. Near restful waters he leads me,
to revive my drooping spirit. R.

He guides me along the right path; he is true to his
name. If | should walk in the valley of darkness no
evil would | fear. You are there with your crook and
your staff; with these you give me comfort. R.

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of
my foes. My head you have anointed with oil; my
cup is overflowing. R.

Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me all
the days of my life. In the Lord's own house shall |
dwell for ever and ever. R.

SECOND READING

Ephesians 5:8-14

You were darkness once, but now you are light in
the Lord; be like children of light, for the effects of
the light are seen in complete goodness and right
living and truth. Try to discover what the Lord wants
of you, having nothing to do with the futile works of
darkness but exposing them by contrast. The things
which are done in secret are things that people are
ashamed even to speak of; but anything exposed
by the light will be illuminated and anything
illuminated turns into light. That is why it is said:
Wake up from your sleep, rise from the dead, and
Christ will shine on you.

John 9:1-41

As Jesus went along, he saw a man who had been
blind from birth. He spat on the ground, made a
paste with the spittle, put this over the eyes of the
blind man and said to him, "Go and wash in the
Pool of Siloam’ (a name that means ‘sent’). So the
blind man went off and washed himself, and came
away with his sight restored. His neighbours and
people who earlier had seen him begging said,
“Isn't this the man who used to sit and beg?' Some
said, “Yes, it is the same one.’ Others said, 'No, he
only looks like him'. The man himself said, "I am the
man.’ They brought the man who had been blind to
the Pharisees. It had been a Sabbath day when
Jesus made the paste and opened the man's eyes,
so when the Pharisees asked him how he had
come to see, he said, "He put a paste on my eyes,
and | washed, and | can see'. Then some of the
Pharisees said, "This man cannot be from God: he
does not keep the Sabbath'. Others said, "How
could a sinner produce signs like this?' And there
was disagreement among them. So they spoke to
the blind man again, "What have you to say about
him yourself, now that he has opened your eyes?'
"He is a prophet' replied the man. "Are you trying to
teach us,' they replied "and you a sinner through
and through, since you were born!" And they drove
him away. Jesus heard they had driven him away,
and when he found him he said to him, ‘Do you
believe in the Son of Man?' “Sir,' the man replied
“tell me who he is so that | may believe in him.'
Jesus said, ‘You are looking at him; he is speaking
to you’ The man said, ‘Lord, | believe’, and
worshipped him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION
We proclaim your Death ... ... ...




MONDAY 23RD MARCH 2020
Is 65:17-21

Thus says the Lord: Now | create new heavens and
a new earth, and the past will not be remembered,
and will come no more to men’s minds. Be glad and
rejoice for ever and ever for what | am creating,
because | now create Jerusalem ‘Joy’ and her
people ‘Gladness’. | shall rejoice over Jerusalem
and exult in my people. No more will the sound of
weeping or the sound of cries be heard in her; in
her, no more will be found the infant living a few
days only, or the old man not living to the end of his
days. To die at the age of a hundred will be dying
young; not to live to be a hundred will be the sign of
a curse. They will build houses and inhabit them,
plant vineyards and eat their fruit.

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm (R.) | will praise you, Lord,
for you have rescued me.

First Reading

Jn 4:43-54

Jesus left Samaria for Galilee. He himself had
declared that there is no respect for a prophet in his
own country, but on his arrival the Galileans
received him well, having seen all that he had done
at Jerusalem during the festival which they too had
attended.

Gospel

He went again to Cana in Galilee, where he had
changed the water into wine. Now there was a
court official there whose son was ill at Capernaum
and, hearing that Jesus had arrived in Galilee from
Judaea, he went and asked him to come and cure
his son as he was at the point of death. Jesus said,
‘So you will not believe unless you see signs and
portents!” ‘Sir,” answered the official ‘come down
before my child dies.” ‘Go home,’ said Jesus ‘your
son will live. The man believed what Jesus had
said and started on his way; and while he was still
on the journey back his servants met him with the
news that his boy was alive. He asked them when
the boy had begun to recover. ‘The fever left him
yesterday’ they said ‘at the seventh hour.” The
father realised that this was exactly the time when
Jesus had said, ‘Your son will live’; and he and all
his household believed.

This was the second sign given by Jesus, on his
return from Judaea to Galilee.

The Gospel of the Lord.

TUESDAY 24™ MARCH 2020

First reading Ezekiel 47:1-9,12

The angel brought me to the entrance of the
Temple, where a stream came out from under the
Temple threshold and flowed eastwards, since the
Temple faced east. The water flowed from under
the right side of the Temple, south of the altar. He

took me out by the north gate and led me right
round outside as far as the outer east gate where
the water flowed out on the right-hand side. The
man went to the east holding his measuring line
and measured off a thousand cubits; he then made
me wade across the stream; the water reached my
ankles. He measured off another thousand and
made me wade across the stream again; the water
reached my knees. He measured off another
thousand and made me wade across again; the
water reached my waist. He measured off another
thousand; it was now a river which | could not
cross; the stream had swollen and was now deep
water, a river impossible to cross. He then said, ‘Do
you see, son of man? He took me further, then
brought me back to the bank of the river. When |
got back, there were many trees on each bank of
the river. He said, ‘This water flows east down to
the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into the sea
it makes its waters wholesome. Wherever the river
flows, all living creatures teeming in it will live. Fish
will be very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it
brings health, and life teems wherever the river
flows. Along the river, on either bank, will grow
every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither
and fruit that never fails; they will bear new fruit
every month, because this water comes from the
sanctuary. And their fruit will be good to eat and the
leaves medicinal.’

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm (R.) The mighty Lord is with
us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

Gospel John 5:1-

3,5-16

There was a Jewish festival, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. Now at the Sheep Pool in Jerusalem
there is a building, called Bethzatha in Hebrew,
consisting of five porticos; and under these were
crowds of sick people — blind, lame, paralysed —
waiting for the water to move. One man there had
an illness which had lasted thirty-eight years, and
when Jesus saw him lying there and knew he had
been in this condition for a long time, he said, ‘Do
you want to be well again?’ ‘Sir,” replied the sick
man ‘I have no one to put me into the pool when
the water is disturbed; and while | am still on the
way, someone else gets there before me.” Jesus
said, ‘Get up, pick up your sleeping-mat and walk.’
The man was cured at once, and he picked up his
mat and walked away.

Now that day happened to be the sabbath, so the
Jews said to the man who had been cured, ‘It is the
sabbath; you are not allowed to carry your
sleeping-mat.” He replied, ‘But the man who cured
me told me, “Pick up your mat and walk.” They
asked, ‘Who is the man who said to you, “Pick up
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your mat and walk”?’ The man had no idea who it
was, since Jesus had disappeared into the crowd
that filled the place. After a while Jesus met him in
the Temple and said, ‘Now you are well again, be
sure not to sin any more, or something worse may
happen to you.” The man went back and told the
Jews that it was Jesus who had cured him. It was
because he did things like this on the sabbath that
the Jews began to persecute Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.

WEDNESDAY 25™ MARCH 2020
THE ANNUNCIATON OF THE LORD
First reading Isaiah 7:10-14,8:10

The Lord spoke to Ahaz and said, ‘Ask the Lord
your God for a sign for yourself coming either from
the depths of Sheol or from the heights above.’
‘No,” Ahaz answered ‘I will not put the Lord to the
test” Then Isaiah said: ‘Listen now, House of
David: are you not satisfied with trying the patience
of men without trying the patience of my God, too?
The Lord himself, therefore, will give you a sign. It
is this: the maiden is with child and will soon give
birth to a son whom she will call Immanuel, a name
which means “God-is-with-us.”

The word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm (R.) Here am |, Lord; | come
to do your will.

Second reading Hebrews 10:4-10

God's will was for us to be made holy by the
offering of his body made once and for all by Jesus
Christ.

Bulls’ blood and goats’ blood are useless for taking
away sins, and this is what Christ said, on coming
into the world: You who wanted no sacrifice or
oblation, prepared a body for me.

You took no pleasure in holocausts or sacrifices for
sin; then | said, just as | was commanded in the
scroll of the book, ‘God, here | am! | am coming to
obey your will.’

Notice that he says first: You did not want what the
Law lays down as the things to be offered, that is:
the sacrifices, the oblations, the holocausts and the
sacrifices for sin, and you took no pleasure in them;
and then he says: Here | am! | am coming to obey
your will. He is abolishing the first sort to replace it
with the second. And this will was for us to be made
holy by the offering of his body made once and for
all by Jesus Christ.

The word of the Lord.
Lk 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in

Gospel

Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a
man named Joseph, of the House of David; and the
virgin’s name was Mary. He went in and said to her,
‘Rejoice, so highly favoured! The Lord is with you.’
She was deeply disturbed by these words and
asked herself what this greeting could mean, but
the angel said to her, ‘Mary, do not be afraid; you
have won God'’s favour. Listen! You are to conceive
and bear a son, and you must name him Jesus. He
will be great and will be called Son of the Most
High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his
ancestor David; he will rule over the House of
Jacob for ever and his reign will have no end.” Mary
said to the angel, ‘But how can this come about,
since | am a virgin?’ “The Holy Spirit will come upon
you,” the angel answered ‘and the power of the
Most High will cover you with its shadow. And so
the child will be holy and will be called Son of God.
Know this too: your kinswoman Elizabeth has, in
her old age, herself conceived a son, and she
whom people called barren is now in her sixth
month, for nothing is impossible to God.” ‘I am the
handmaid of the Lord,’ said Mary, ‘let what you
have said be done to me.” And the angel left her.

The Gospel of the Lord.

THURSDAY 26™ MARCH 2020

First reading Exodus 32:7-14

The Lord spoke to Moses, ‘Go down now, because
your people whom you brought out of Egypt have
apostatised. They have been quick to leave the
way | marked out for them; they have made
themselves a calf of molten metal and have
worshipped it and offered it sacrifice. “Here is your
God, Israel,” they have cried “who brought you up
from the land of Egypt!” the Lord said to Moses, ‘|
can see how headstrong these people are! Leave
me, now, my wrath shall blaze out against them
and devour them; of you, however, | will make a
great nation.’

But Moses pleaded with the Lord his God. ‘Lord,’
he said ‘why should your wrath blaze out against
this people of yours whom you brought out of the
land of Egypt with arm outstretched and mighty
hand? Why let the Egyptians say, “Ah, it was in
treachery that he brought them out, to do them to
death in the mountains and wipe them off the face
of the earth”? Leave your burning wrath; relent and
do not bring this disaster on your people.
Remember Abraham, lIsaac and Jacob, your
servants to whom by your own self you swore and
made this promise: | will make your offspring as
many as the stars of heaven, and all this land which
| promised | will give to your descendants, and it
shall be their heritage for ever.’

So the Lord relented and did not bring on his
people the disaster he had threatened.

The word of the Lord.




Responsorial Psalm (R.) Lord remember us for
the love you bear your people.
Gospel John 5:31-47
Jesus said to the Jews: ‘Were | to testify on my own
behalf, my testimony would not be valid; but there
is another witness who can speak on my behalf,
and | know that his testimony is valid. You sent
messengers to John, and he gave his testimony to
the truth: not that | depend on human testimony;
no, it is for your salvation that | speak of this. John
was a lamp alight and shining and for a time you
were content to enjoy the light that he gave. But my
testimony is greater than John’s: the works my
Father has given me to carry out, these same
works of mine testify that the Father has sent me.
Besides, the Father who sent me bears witness to
me himself. You have never heard his voice, you
have never seen his shape, and his word finds no
home in you because you do not believe in the one
he has sent. ‘You study the scriptures, believing
that in them you have eternal life; now these same
scriptures testify to me, and yet you refuse to come
to me for life! As for human approval, this means
nothing to me. Besides, | know you too well: you
have no love of God in you. | have come in the
name of my Father and you refuse to accept me; if
someone else comes in his own name you will
accept him. How can you believe, since you look to
one another for approval and are not concerned
with the approval that comes from the one God? Do
not imagine that | am going to accuse you before
the Father: you place your hopes on Moses, and
Moses will be your accuser. If you really believed
him you would believe me too, since it was | that he
was writing about; but if you refuse to believe what
he wrote, how can you believe what | say?’

The Gospel of the Lord.

FRIDAY 27™ MARCH 2020

First Reading Wis 2:1, 12-22

‘Let us lie in wait for the virtuous man, since he
annoys us and opposes our way of life, reproaches
us for our breaches of the law and accuses us of
playing false to our upbringing. He claims to have
knowledge of God, and calls himself a son of the
Lord. Before us he stands, a reproof to our way of
thinking, the very sight of him weighs our spirits
down; his way of life is not like other men’s, the
paths he treads are unfamiliar. In his opinion we
are counterfeit; he holds aloof from our doings as
though from filth; he proclaims the final end of the
virtuous as happy and boasts of having God for his
father.

Let us see if what he says is true, let us observe
what kind of end he himself will have.

If the virtuous man is God’s son, God will take his
part and rescue him from the clutches of his
enemies. Let us test him with cruelty and with
torture, and thus explore this gentleness of his and
put his endurance to the proof. Let us condemn
him to a shameful death since he will be looked
after — we have his word for it.” This is the way they
reason, but they are misled, their malice makes
them blind. They do not know the hidden things of
God, they have no hope that holiness will be
rewarded, they can see no reward for blameless
souls.

The Word of the Lord.

Responsorial Psalm (R.) The Lord is near to
broken hearts.

Jn 7:1-2. 10. 25-30

Jesus stayed in Galilee; he could not stay in
Judaea, because the Jews were out to kill him.

Gospel

As the Jewish feast of Tabernacles drew near, after
his brothers had left for the festival, Jesus went up
as well, but quite privately, without drawing
attention to himself. Meanwhile some of the people
of Jerusalem were saying, ‘Isn’t this the man they
want to kill? And here he is, speaking freely, and
they have nothing to say to him! Can it be true the
authorities have made up their minds that he is the
Christ? Yet we all know where he comes from, but
when the Christ appears no one will know where he
comes from.” Then, as Jesus taught in the Temple,
he cried out: ‘Yes, you know me and you know
where | came from. Yet | have not come of myself:
no, there is one who sent me and | really come
from him, and you do not know him, but | know him
because | have come from him and it was he who
sent me.” They would have arrested him then, but
because his time had not yet come no one laid a
hand on him.

The Gospel of the Lord.
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