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Submission on the proposed lease of land to 

 

To Yarra Ranges Mayor, Richard Higgins 

And the Yarra Ranges Council Members. 

land at 56 Griffiths Rd Upwey Inc 
(UMS). 

My name is John Pope and I am a Member of the UMS. 

been a member ever since. 

The UMS means a lot to me as being blind, only having 10% vision, there is somewhere that 
I can go a couple of times a week and feel that I belong. 

To me the UMS is somewhere to go and have a cup of coffee, a bickie and a chat and a laugh 
and feel supported by others. 

There are other members who are having issues, another is blind and we have a few older 
members as well. 

I believe 56 Griffiths Rd Upwey is an ideal location, as it has a bus stop at the front of it. This 
means I can travel independently on public transport to and from the UMS. 

Once we get our own shed, we can start doing more activities such as woodwork, 
 that I am keen to participate in. 

The sooner we can get our own shed going, the better that it will be for our current 

the outcome of this process. 

The Men s Shed organization supports thousands of Men in Victoria and it is well known 
that it supports men of all ages and abilities and supports many men with physical and 
mental health issues. 

Hope to see the councillors at our opening very soon.

Thanking you all in anticipation, 

Yours Sincerely, 

John Pope. 
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www.glenfernbushlands.org.au 

Friends of Glenfern Valley Bushlands Inc  
(A not for profit community group)  
PO Box 1283 Upwey 3158  
glenfernbushlands@hotmail.com  
http://www.glenfernbushlands.org.au 

 

 
Letter of Support   
 
Upwey Men s Shed  
 
  
The Friends of Glenfern Valley Bushlands write to support this community-based proposal.  The 
Upwey Men s Shed will deliver a much-needed community facility for Upwey and retired men that 
live in this area. We have already observed strong support from community leaders and local men 
eager to participate in the Men s Shed movement.  
  
We add our strong endorsement to the Upwey Men s Shed in its pursuit of a State Grant to help 
fund a building that can accommodate the Men s Shed activities.  The benefits of a Men s Shed are 
well known across Victoria. The Shed movement enriches men s lives, by getting them 
reconnected with community and giving their lives a sense of purpose by working on projects that 
are valued by the community. The camaraderie of meeting and working together is good for the 
health and wellbeing for all involved.  
 
We urge the Victorian Government to give it serious and urgent consideration. 
  
Friends of Glenfern Valley Bushlands  
 
Our volunteer group, consisting of over 100 members has a focus on the Glenfern Valley Reserve. 
This is 40 Hectares reserve in Upwey.  Just 20 years ago this reserve was a neglected remnant 
bushland full of rubbish and weeds. It has been transformed by our volunteer Group to provide 
wildlife habitat, quiet recreation and an educational resource. It is an outstanding example of what 
volunteers in Upwey area can accomplish.  

Our achievements since 2001 include: 

 We have a built a membership of over 100  

 Removal of several hundred thousand woody weeds, including Pittosporum and Boneseed  

 Removal of over 70 cubic metres of rubbish and 30 car bodies 

 New fencing, weed control and tree planting 

 Picnic tables, seats and track signs   

 Environmental Education for school groups and University students.   
 
Yours sincerely  
 

  2 June 2019 
 
David Moncrieff 
President  
Friends of Glenfern Valley Bushlands 
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