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Batch 63

Christopher Monaghan CP

WONDER FOR GIFTS RECEIVED

It has been said that the problem with 
humility is that it’s the only virtue you can’t 
boast about! For some it is a sign of maturity, 
for others, it shows a lack of belief in oneself, 
or it can be a means of subtly advancing your 
own cause in a way that is socially acceptable, 
but self-serving.

As Jesus addresses the question of humility, 
he wisely takes it in stages. Firstly, using the 
example of the wedding feast, he leads the 
Pharisees to admit that a self-serving humility 
can result in a person being exalted. Having 
gained their attention, Jesus moves on to deal 
with the nature of authentic humility which 
expresses itself in care for those who are less 
fortunate.

Over the last few weeks, the passages taken 
from the letter to the Hebrews have been 
reflecting on various aspects of the life of faith. 
These passages have been both encouraging 
and challenging. As the reflection concludes 
there is a call to awe, gratitude and humility 
for the marvellous gifts every Christian has 
received. In the ancient world the firstborn 
son would enjoy the lion’s share of the 
inheritance, and many Christians, as slaves, 
did not enjoy the status of citizenship. This 
meant that they had, at best, limited rights. 
As Christians, however, their status has been 
radically changed. The covenant in Jesus’ 
blood makes us all ‘firstborn sons’, sharing 
the same dignity and status as citizens in the 
heavenly Jerusalem.

FIRST READING Sir 3:17-20, 28-29

A reading from the book of Sirach

Humble yourself and you will find favour with the 
Lord.

My son, be gentle in carrying out your 
business,

and you will be better loved than a lavish 
giver.

The greater you are, the more you should 
behave humbly,

and then you will find favour with the Lord;
for great though the power of the Lord is,
he accepts the homage of the humble.
There is no cure for the proud man’s malady,
since an evil growth has taken root in him.
The heart of a sensible man will reflect on 

parables,
an attentive ear is the sage’s dream.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

RESP PSALM Ps 67:4-7, 10-11. R. cf. v. 11

R. God, in your goodness, you have made 
a home for the poor.

1. The just shall rejoice at the presence of 
God, / they shall exult and dance for joy. / 
O sing to the Lord, make music to his name; / 
rejoice in the Lord, exult at his presence. R.

2. Father of the orphan, defender of the 
widow, / such is God in his holy place. / God 
gives the lonely a home to live in; / he leads 
the prisoners forth into freedom.   R.

3. You poured down, O God, a generous 
rain: / when your people were starved you gave 
them new life. / It was there that your people 
found a home, / prepared in your goodness, 
O God, for the poor. R.

SECOND READING Heb 12:18-19, 22-24

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews
You have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the 
living God.
What you have come to is nothing known to 
the senses: not a blazing fire, or a gloom turning 
to total darkness, or a storm; or trumpeting 
thunder or the great voice speaking which made 
everyone that heard it beg that no more should 
be said to them. But what you have come to 
is Mount Zion and the city of the living God, 
the heavenly Jerusalem where the millions of 
angels have gathered for the festival, with the 
whole Church in which everyone is a ‘first-born 
son’ and a citizen of heaven. You have come 
to God himself, the supreme Judge, and been 
placed with spirits of the saints who have been 
made perfect; and to Jesus, the mediator who 
brings a new covenant.

 ■ The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Mt 11:29 

Alleluia, alleluia!
Take my yoke upon you;
learn from me, for I am gentle and lowly in 
heart.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Lk 14:1, 7-14

A reading from the holy Gospel according 
to Luke.
All who exalt themselves shall be humbled and all 
who humble themselves shall be exalted.

On a sabbath day Jesus had gone for a meal 
to the house of one of the leading Pharisees; 
and they watched him closely. He then told the 
guests a parable, because he had noticed how 
they picked the places of honour. He said this, 
‘When someone invites you to a wedding feast, 
do not take your seat in the place of honour. A 
more distinguished person than you may have 
been invited, and the person who invited you 
both may come and say, “Give up your place to 
this man.” And then, to your embarrassment, 
you would have to go and take the lowest place. 
No; when you are a guest, make your way to 
the lowest place and sit there, so that, when 
your host comes, he may say, “My friend, move 
up higher.” In that way, everyone with you at 
the table will see you honoured. For everyone 
who exalts himself will be humbled, and the 
man who humbles himself will be exalted.’

 Then he said to his host, ‘When you give 
a lunch or a dinner, do not ask your friends, 
brothers, relations or rich neighbours, for fear 
they repay your courtesy by inviting you in 
return. No; when you have a party, invite the 
poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; that 
they cannot pay you back means that you are 
fortunate, because repayment will be made to 
you when the virtuous rise again.’

 ■ The Gospel of the Lord.
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PRAYER FOR POPE FRANCIS 
 
O God, the Pastor and Ruler of all the 
faithful,  
look down, in your mercy, upon your 
servant, Francis, whom  
you have appointed to preside over 
your Church; and grant,  
we beseech you, that both by word 
and example, he may  
edify all those under his charge; so 
that, with the flock  
entrusted to him, he may attain life 
everlasting.  
Through Christ our Lord. Amen 
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ST. ANDREW’S CATHOLIC CHURCH 
corner of Rose & Church St, (PO Box 9),  

Wee Waa NSW 2388  
website: http://standrewsweewaa.org/ 

email: weewaaparish@armidale.catholic.org.au 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/standrewsweewaa 

PARISH CONTACT 
Wee Waa Presbytery:  Fr. Joseph Armah, 0450922111  

 Email:  frjoseph@armidale.catholic.org.au 
Sr. Geraldine Leahy, RSJ: Pastoral Associate, 0421654388,  

Email: geraldineleahy@sosj.org.au 
Alistair Stewart, St. Joseph’s Principal  

6795 4038, email: astewart1@arm.catholic.edu.au 
Finance Chairperson: Jeff Carolan 0428 955 136  

Email: jeff@waverleyag.com.au 
Parish Council Chair: Michael Ciesiolka  0457 169 893  

Email: mciesiolka@bigpond.com 
Liturgy Committee Anna Baird  0427 954 463   

Email: abaird569@gmail.com 
Baptisms, Marriages, Sick Calls and Funerals 
Please contact Fr. Joseph Armah 0450922111 

PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR SICK:  Robert Parer, Lawrie 
Hayden, Ella Cate Melton,  ,  Russell Wood, Betty Haire, 
Susan Rigor, Pam Dowd, Fr. Frank Lourigan, Mary 
Mauloni, Ian Schwager, Greg Cheatham, Flynn Melton, 
Margaret Wales, Roxy VanKuyk, Wanda Heffernan, Iris 
Ryan, Norma Auld, Ron Douglas, Tony Smith, Kyle 
Stewart, Rhonda Schwager, Tracey Kiem 
 
PRAY FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED : Jim Lennon 
 
ANNIVERSARIES: Barbara Oudenryn  (28/8) Theresa 
Manary, Lee Anne Booby (29/8), Maude Maxwell, Eric 
Maxwell (30/8), Patrick O’Brien, Klay Allen (31/8), Mary 
Brennan (1/9), Gordon Harrison (2/9), Eirwen Lloyd (3/9)  

LITURGY SCHEDULE 
St Andrew’s Wee Waa  

Saturday  
Sunday    10.00 am 
Wednesday 8.30 am  
(Anointing Mass – 1st week of month) 

Weeronga Service 4th Tuesday of the Month at 
10.30am 
St. Joseph’s Burren Junction  

3rd Sunday – Mass 8:00am 
St. Brigid’s Pilliga   
 2nd Sunday– Communion Service 9.00 am 
 4th Sunday - Mass 8:00am 
 
  

4th September, 23rd SUN ORD TIME Year C 
Readers: Pat Nolan Marg Chaplin 
Prayer of Faithful: Wendy Phelps 
Money Counter: Dot Downey 
Washing of Linen: Dora Oudenryn 
Liturgy Team Member: Dora Oudenryn  041182395  
Morning Tea: Volunteers needed 
 
 
11th Septmeber 24th SUN ORD TIME Year C 
Readers: Elise Baird Karlee Hatton 
Prayer of Faithful: Richard Schwager 
Money Counter: Kerry 
Washing of Linen: Dora Oudenryn 
Liturgy Team Member; Anna Baird 0427954463 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Artist: Kathryn Botha, Hedland 
Aboriginal Church of Christ and 

Kab Pilbara Red Dust. 

SUPPORT YOUR PARISH 
 
1st Collection: St Andrew’s Catholic Presbytery 
  BSB: 082105  Acct No. 001023634 
Reference: (1st & your full name) 
Planned Giving Programme:  
  St Andrew’s Catholic Church 
  BSB: 082105  Acct No, 0010 01515 
Reference: (PGP and your full name) 
Produce Drive: For details contact Jeff Carolan 
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Reflection 
In this Gospel, Jesus challenges both guests and host at a dinner. Jesus calls the guests to 
let go of seeking places of honour and to choose seats that lead to being called “to a 
higher position.” Jesus calls the host to invite as his guests those who have only 
themselves to give in return, for which the host will be repaid at the “resurrection of the 
righteous.”  
 
Jesus in this Gospel is not negating meals with family and friends! He is teaching us that 
our generosity must extend beyond our immediate circle to include everyone - especially 
those in need—whom we might meet. Humility is, in part, knowing one’s strengths and 
weaknesses (First Reading) and one’s place (Gospel). But it is more. Humility is the virtue 
by which we acknowledge our status before God: we are “the poor, the crippled, the 
lame, the blind” who come to God’s table 
 
This year’s Social Justice Statement 
This year’s Social Justice Statement, Respect: Confronting Violence and Abuse, invites us 
to engage with a complex and confronting social reality. It explores the roots of violence 
and abuse, honours the voices of victims, offers a social and theological exploration of 
the reality of violence, especially against women and children, and invites us to develop 
relationships in all parts of our lives ‘marked by equality and reciprocity rather than 
domination and violence, respect and freedom rather than coercion and control.’ We 
welcome this urgent call from our Church to deepen our faith through full and frank 
discussion. 
 
Embrace the Call to Global Mission 
American Samoa, Cambodia, Kiribati, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands, Tanzania, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Zambia are requesting Australian Catholics 
to live in and share their skills with parish communities. Embrace one of these Mission 
opportunists abroad and mentor those with little other opportunity. You will be well 
prepared and supported by Palms Australia who has engaged Australian Catholics in this 
mission since 1961. 
 
Enquire online or Ph: 0422 742 567 and Register for a Webinar on Saturday September 
24th at 11:30am where you can talk directly with Veronica Lawson who is mentoring 
teachers in Pago Pago, American Samoa now. Or visit others already engaged in Mission 
with Palms on our 13-day Encounter Tour to Timor- 
 
Thank You, Fr. Sabu 
It is has been a pleasure to have Father Sabu here with us to celebrate the Sunday 
Masses, while Father Joseph has been on vacation. Father Joseph will return on the 1st of 
September  


