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What is special provision?

· Special Provision provides students in defined circumstances with the opportunity to participate in and complete their VCE studies.  It is designed to help students achieve their VCE within the timeframe comparable to their peers.  
· Students granted special provision are not exempt from meeting the requirements for satisfactory completion or from being assessed against the outcomes for a study. 
· Underlying principle of special provision is to ensure that the most appropriate, fair and reasonable arrangements and options are available for students to demonstrate their capabilities, if their learning and assessment programs are affected by illness, impairment or personal circumstances. Special Provision should provide equivalent alternative arrangements for students but not confer an advantage over other students.

Eligibility for classroom learning and school based special provision.

Students may be eligible for classroom learning and school based special provision if, at any time while studying VCE they are adversely affected in a significant way by
· An acute or chronic illness (physical or psychological)
· Factors relating to personal circumstances
· An impairment or disability, including learning disorders
· These circumstances do not include matters or situations of the students own choosing such as involvement in social or sporting activities or school events.
· Prolonged absence from school or study is not in itself grounds for Special Provision, however provisions are available to students experiencing severe hardship that may result in prolonged absences.
· Students who are eligible for integration funding may not necessarily meet the eligibility criteria for Special Provision in VCE.

Classroom Learning and School Based Special Provision.

The school is primarily responsible for determining eligibility and the nature of the provisions granted. 

Support may include any of the following.
· Rescheduling classroom activities and/or an assessment task.
· Allowing the student extra time to complete work or an assessment task.
· Setting a substitute task of the same type.
· Replacing a task with a different type.
· Using a planned task to assess more outcomes or aspects of outcomes than originally intended.
· Using technology, aides or other special arrangements to complete classroom learning and/or undertake assessment tasks.
· Deriving satisfactory completion of Outcomes or a score from other assessments or work completed by the student.
· The college has an attendance policy where students are at risk of being able to gain a satisfactory result for the unit if they have over 12 absences (including authorised and authorised).  Special Provision may mean you are exempt from this.
· Support group which includes the student, a parent/guardian of the student, Year Level Educational Leader and a wellbeing representative.


What you need to do to apply:

· Collect evidence in the form of a letter or recommendation from a medical professional eg. Doctor, Psychologist, social worker. The letter should recommend strategies for how the school can support the student in their learning. 
· Complete an application for Classroom Learning and School-based Assessment.
· Return evidence and application form to Mrs Andrews.
· Based on the evidence provided, Mrs Andrews in consultation with relevant others ie. Mr Doherty, VCAA Integration aide, wellbeing representative, parents/guardians, will make the decision to reflect the best interest of the student.
· The student will be informed in writing of the outcome.
· The student’s teachers will be informed of the appropriate strategies.

Your responsibilities:

· You need to keep Mrs Andrews informed of any changes in your circumstances.
· For prolonged periods of absence, you need to be able to meet the authentication requirements of the VCE.  This involves completing a journal. This journal needs to be signed by a Parent or Guardian. The journal will need to be signed by Mrs Andrews at the end of each month.
· Your attendance requirements may change, but you will need to meet these obligations. 


NOTE: Classroom learning and school based special provision does not entitle you to Special Examination Arrangements for VCE external assessments.  This is a different process.  You may be eligible to apply for this, but you need to apply using a Special Examination Arrangements Application form.
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