Ellie
To start our final speech, we would like to begin by giving our deepest thank you to every member who assisted in creating such a wonderful Valedictory celebration.
Firstly, we would like to give a massive thank you to Nicole, the owner of Harmen Wines. Nicole has been extraordinarily flexible and easy to work with in allocating and organising this gorgeous space for us tonight. An extra special thank you for allowing our parents to be here tonight, with such incredibly short notice, Nicole has gone above and beyond to facilitate an amazing event for us.
Pat
We would like to thank the caterers, and the wonderful chef, as well as all the members that helped set up the decorations. Thank you as well to Ms Hunter, Ellie, Jade, Keeley and Abby for their extra effort in decorating the space.
And finally, thank you to all the teachers for being here on such a special night.
Jade
Was it a lifetime ago, or just yesterday, that we were walking into our first year of schooling as tiny little preppies? 1.3 decades ago, we began this massive journey through education, a journey that we’ll carry with us for the rest of our lives. 1.3 decades ago, did we realise what we were in for? Both the hard moments and the spectacular ones? Of course not. But that is just the wonderful mystery of the future. Yet through black and blue, we stumbled our way through primary school, to the top dogs. The big kids in the school. We took on roles of leadership like peer mediators, or various captain roles. We led events throughout the year, helped a personal prep buddy with their transition into the schooling world, all the while, striving to set an excellent example. 
Alex
Then just like that, we moved into secondary school, and yet again, we were the little preppies. We walked into a school where having more than one teacher a day was super weird. Where we had to get up and move to a different classroom 30 times a week. We were lost, and nervous, and excited, and a little crazy. But we got through it. Slowly, naturally, we learned our ways around secondary schooling. We learned the movement, the dance of education. The irregularities, and frustrations. Bewilderment and awe. And yet again, in what now seems like a split second, we are celebrating the end of our secondary schooling experience. 
Pat
Yet the cycle repeats. We were at the top, and now we have been thrown out into the real world. One where we must organise to see our friends, one where we might not come home to dinner each night and one with new and exciting opportunities and decisions we will have to make.
Ellie
To our fellow Year 12’s. We stand up here on this stage, making a speech, but really, we are right beside each one of you. We feel the same emotions of excitement, nervousness, maybe even a sense of being a little lost with you, and that is okay. The changes that are coming are likely to be the most dramatic we have experienced in our lives yet. Our lifestyles will shift, our interests may alter, our motivation may be wavey. But if there is something that all of us can take away from our time through Year 12 and be incredibly proud of is that we completed it amongst a global pandemic. This is an entirely new experience for all of us and one no one else will experience, let's hope so anyway. It was an incredibly hard journey, but we have all made it, been extraordinarily successful and learnt so many valuable lessons that will be useful as we venture into the world of adulthood.
Jade
Make sure to constantly remind yourself of what success looks like for you. It is easy to say that success may be an admirable wage in a career, or fame. But maybe it’s to expose yourself to as much culture as you can, maybe it is to further develop your personal expression within the arts, maybe it’s to be a well-known, and productive member in an intimate community, or maybe it’s to fall in love. Whatever it may be, define it. Write your goals around it. And work hard for it.
ALex
We stumbled on a quote by an author named Bob Goff. He once said, “Embrace uncertainty, some of the most beautiful chapters of your life won’t have titles until much later.” We think this not only reflects the attitude we have developed through our senior years of secondary schooling, but also resembles our practices to come. Every moving moment, of every moving day, we step into an ever-evolving society with unprecedented uncertainty. It is when embracing fear or risk, that we achieve that of what we love and what we desire. We have already shown ourselves what it means to keep moving, even in the toughest of times. We have sat here with a beautiful meal, and endless laughs after a time where it seems impossible to continue our shuffle through our hardships. And here we are. Having met these awards, let it serve as an example, to you, to those around you, that hardship is never forever.
Pat 
This life we’re walking into is terrifyingly spectacular, and along the way, we’ll remember who, and how we were brought here. Maybe the reminders will be through waking up in the middle of the night with PTSD of Mr. Cronin’s singing. Maybe it’ll be an atrocious joke of Mr. Smith’s that we’ll retell to our children, maybe it will be the cunning eye for detail of Ms Neill that eventually helped us finish our dissertation. Maybe it will be craving Buckos delicious brownies at the most random times or the urge to pick on Miss Hunter with a joke about her height.  Or maybe it’ll be the hard work, dedication, compassion and brilliance that we present in our lives, which was originally inspired by each and every teacher back in our high school days.
Alex
And from that, an extra special thank you to the phenomenal teachers in order. Thank you for it all. Thank you for calling us out on that of what we did wrong, thank you for challenging us, thank you for pushing us. Though we may not have realised that we needed it, we can look at the people that we have become, how proud we are of ourselves and our development, and realise how significant a part each of you had in encouraging traits of resilience, a drive to excellence and humour in our personalities. Thank you too, for allowing the friendly conversations, the occasional laugh or story in the class room. You are all prime examples of the teachers who are driving this society.
Ellie
A thank you to the admin workers, the aids, the doctors, the support staff, the grounds keepers, the cleaners and the substitute teachers is also in order, for it is you that are the backbone of the school as a system, keeping us all afloat each day.
Jade
The efforts of each staff member, your flexibility throughout this pandemic, and your ability to keep a smile on your face the entire time, will never be forgotten in the hearts of each young adult sitting here tonight.
In closing, and as we all part, we wish you all success and happiness in the future. It has been a pleasure experiencing this part of our lives with you all, but this is only the beginning of so much that is in store for all of us. 
Thankyou.

