UNIT 1 & 2 Legal Studies

VCE Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles that are essential to the Australian legal
system. Students develop an understanding of the rule of law, law-makers, legal institutions, the
relationship between the people and the Australian Constitution, the protection of rights in Australia,

and the Victorian justice system.
UNIT 1

In this unit, students develop an understanding
of legal foundations, such as the different types
and sources of law, the characteristics of an
effective law, and an overview of parliament
and the courts. Students are introduced to and
apply the principles of justice. They investigate
key concepts of criminal law and apply these to
actual and/or hypothetical scenarios to
determine whether an accused may be found
guilty of a crime. In doing this, students
develop an appreciation of the manner in
which legal principles and information are used
in making reasoned judgments and conclusions
about the culpability of an accused. Students
also develop an appreciation of how a criminal
case is determined, and the types and purposes
of sanctions. Students apply their
understanding of how criminal cases are
resolved and the effectiveness of sanctions
through consideration of recent criminal cases
from the past four years.

AREA OF STUDY
e Legal foundations
e Proving guilt
e Sanctions

OUTCOMES

Outcome 1: describe the main sources and
types of law, and evaluate the effectiveness of
laws.

Outcome 2: to explain the purposes and key
concepts of criminal law, and use legal

reasoning to argue the criminal culpability of an

accused based on actual and/or hypothetical
scenarios.

Outcome 3: to explain the purposes and key
concepts of criminal law, and use legal

reasoning to argue the criminal culpability of an

accused based on actual and/or hypothetical
scenarios.

UNIT 2

In this unit, students investigate key concepts
of civil law and apply these to actual and/or
hypothetical scenarios to determine whether a
party is liable in a civil dispute. Students
explore different areas of civil law, and the
methods and institutions that may be used to
resolve a civil dispute and provide remedies.
They apply knowledge through an investigation
of civil cases from the past four years. Students
also develop an understanding of how human
rights are protected in Australia and possible
reforms to the protection of rights, and
investigate a contemporary human rights issue
in Australia, with a specific focus on one case
study.

AREA OF STUDY
e Civil liability
e Remedies
e Human rights

OUTCOMES

Outcome 1: explain the purposes and key
concepts of civil law, and apply legal reasoning
to argue the liability of a party in civil law based
on actual and/or hypothetical scenarios.

Outcome 2: explain the key concepts in the
resolution of a civil dispute, discuss the
principles of justice in relation to experiences of
the civil justice system, and discuss the ability
of remedies to achieve their purposes.

Outcome 3: explain one contemporary human
rights issue in Australia, and evaluate the ways
in which rights are protected in Australia



